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ROM MARSHA RIIBNER -CADY:

Greetings all,

So far in the first quarter of this BPW year | have visited Rocky
Mount, Triad, Sanford, and my home club Virginia Dare. Let me
just put in a plug for the Virginia Dare Symposium on November
13, 2015 10:30am -1:30pm. Take a look at our website for more information,
outerbanksbpw.org. | hope you can attend.

Meanwhile, many of you may have seen or heard about the storm we had in early October,
it messed with our board meeting which has made us reschedule "virtually." | invite
anyone that is interested in being on the call on November 9 @ 7:30pm to contact me or
your club president for registration information. | welcome everyone interested in learning
more about our state organization to attend!

My plan is to attend one of your club meetings this year. | had hoped to go to Lincolnton,
but after looking at the map and realizing | would get home at 2am and | had to be at work
the next day, that didn't happen. | apologize to the Lincolnton Club and hope they will

give me another chance! If you have an event you would like me to attend, please send me
the date as soon as possible so | can add it to my schedule.

Let me put in another plug...the WEE, Women's Empowerment and Enlightening event is
going to be held on January 23, 2016 (that sounds weird, huh?) at Headquarters. Very
shortly the link to hotel rooms, if you need one, and more information on the program will
be available on the website. bpw -nc.org

AND, dondét forget to save t he da26e20l6.0kamiialarel conv e
her crew are working on the program now. Hotel information is on the website.

| hope that you and your club had a memorable celebration for National Business
Women's Week. Today "First Dude" and | celebrate our 26th anniversary, what an
adventure it has been! | hope you and your family have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

See you down the line. Marsha




BPW/NC Mission Statement

The mission of BPW/NC is to provide professional and personal
growth opportunities and to promote equity in the workplace.

BPW/NC Objectives

Improve outreach to North Carolina women to ensure
membership growth of both local clubs and the Federation

Promote program opportunities and resources for personal and
professional growth for members across North Carolina

Advocate for North Carolina working women and their families

Promote structural changes to improve the effectiveness and
efficiency of the Federation



BPW COLLECT

Keep us, O God, from pettiness; let us be large in
thought, in word, in deed.

Let us be done with fault -finding and leave off
self -seeking.

May we put away all pretense and meet each
other face to face -- without self  -pity and with-
out prejudice.

May we never be hasty in judgment and always
generous.

Let us take time for all things; make us to grow
calm, serene, gentle.

Teach us to put into action our better impulses,
straightforward and unafraid.

Grant that we may realize it is the little things
that create differences, that in the big things
of life we are at one.

And may we strive to touch and to know the great
common human heart of us all, and, O Lord
God, let us forget not to be kind!

-- Mary Stewart, April 1904
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oln One Great Si sterhood©o

from Membership Chair - Varnell Kinen

|l hope everyone had a wonder ful Nati onal
Rocky Mount local clubs had a joint celebration.

How many of you know the emblem song we sing at some of our BPW
functions? Well one |ine in the song i s,
great sisterhood. o6 | thought about that a

How many of you were in a sorority? Or wanted to be in a sorority? Well,

guess what, isndot that what BPW is? Wel
sisterhood like a sorority. BPW is for women in business coming together to

inspire and motivate each other.

In some sorority, you pledge to follow the rules and guidelines of the
organization. We do that in BPW. Sororities pay dues, (much higher than
ours), we pay dues. In sororities, they tell each other about jobs. | hope we
do. But be aware, that when we are told about a job, we have to sell
ourselves.

What | am trying to connect is that, while we are business and professional
women, we are a caring group of women in
we are here for each other and we care for our sisters.

Professionally, we have a world of resources to draw from. We have a
wonderful networking system. Do you know that you have mentors right in

your local club? Do you know that you
have first hand information on job
openings? Do you know it works for
spouses also?

When my husbandds | ob
Mexico, (my husband was the plant

engineer at a textile plan), | was telling

the human resource manager at Sara

Lee about it. She was a member of our

local club. She told me to tell my

husband to come out and put in an
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application. The following week he was hired. This is a prime example of
women helping women.

Are you starting a business? Do you know someone who is? There may be
some BPW ladies who are interested in that business or may need that
service.

Ladies, when recruiting, be sure to list the benefits of being a BPW member.
For people who are job hunting, being a member of BPW looks good on a
resume. For people who are working and have to conduct meetings, BPW
gives you the training and tools for a professional meeting. New members,
just by being in meetings with professional business women, you get real
world experience on how to conduct yourself in business settings.

Members of BPW will also get to travel. Yes, travel. When we have state
conference or the WEE events, we have to
time. o6 | get to hang with the girls and |
well as the members.

Tell the potential members of the opportunities to meet your elected officials.
Tell them BPW/NC have had governors come to our conventions. We have
had N.C. Secretary of State Elaine Marshall come to our convention. Elaine
and Gov. Bev Purdue were BPW members.

BPW/NC members have been to Capitol Hill in Washington, DC to the offices

of our representatives and senators. Some of our BPW members have sat in

the gallery of the U.S. House of Representatives and watched them vote on a

bill. And finally, some of the BPW members have been to Philadelphia, PA for

a national conference and owal kedo up the

Finally, some women join BPW just to meet new people. Whatever the
reason, we welcome all new and old members to our

oone great siLsterh




Update on Legislative Issues across
the State of North Carolina

Pat Sledge, Legislative Chair, Immediate
Past President

During October, the Legislative Chair has been making our presence known

in several venues. Early in October, | joined President Marsha Riibner -Cady,

Virginia Adamson, State Parliamentarian, and Tar Heel Woman, Editor

Barbara Bozeman along with Sanford member

event where information was given to participants about the BPW/NC

Legislative Platform and the ERA conference being conducted by BPW

Member -at-Large, Robbie Madden. Robbie is the co -Founder of Ratify ERA
NC.

The following week, | was invited to attend a meet and greet with the National

Womends Outreach Director for Presidentfi a

Eighteen women sat in a circle in a conference room in a Winston -Salem
hotel asked questions and spoke with Mini Timmaraju about the issues we

felt that Secretary Clinton should address during her campaign. | was able

to provide Mini with a copy of our Legislative Platform which she promised to
share with the Policy committee for Secretary Clinton. Many of the women in
the room represented organizations or groups which had similar agenda

Issues, and most were non -partisan. State Representative Carla
Cunningham was a part of the group.

The next day, NC NOW hel d it s éSalkm,andat
the request of President Marsha, | represented BPW at their event. We had a
table with BPW/NC information again with literature about the upcoming

ERA conference and our Legislative Platform. VVoter education cards from
Democracy NC were distributed. NOW members from across the state were

conf




in attendance. US Congresswoman Alma Adams was the keynote speaker.
Several panel discussions were a part of the agenda, with Dean Susanne
Reynolds from Wake Forest University School of Law speaking on violence
against women and the laws of North Carolina. Economic Security,
Reproductive Rights, Racism, LBGTQIAA and ERA were additional topics
addressed by qualified speakers. Woman were given information about
planning for rallies, protests, lobbing activities and how to get good
candidates elected. A segment on working the media, press and social media
was held. The day long program offered BPW and opportunity to meet and
network with like -minded women and provide information about our
organization. The representative from WomenNC spoke to the group about
working on Cities for CEDAW, a treaty adopted by the United Nations, but
never ratified by the United States. The hope is that cities and counties
across the state and nation will adopt the treaty to end all forms of
discrimination against women.

Having been invited to attend the Lincolnton BPW celebration of their Woman
of the Year event, | again spoke about the ERA conference in Greensboro on
October 24 th, the Voter information cards and gave copies of the legislative
platform to members who wanted them. State Parliamentarian, Virginia and

| attended the ERA event and met with Senator Floyd McKissick and
Representative Carla Cunningham who introduced the ERA bill in the most
recent Session of the NC Legislature. They, along with NAACP President from
Hendersonville, Melinda Lowrance, spoke about the importance of staying
involved with the push for the ERA and next steps. The group of women
from various organizations across the state will be meeting for a virtual
working session in November to plan strategies for efforts to involve
advocates at the local and personal level to bring more awareness, and turn
up the heat for ratifying the ERA in North Carolina and making the
Amendment a part of the United States Constitution.




